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Austin French selected as Kentucky’s Distinguished
College/UniversityTeacher of Mathematics for 2005

Austin French was named the Out-
standing Kentucky Mathematics Profes-
sor of the Year on March 31 at the annual
meeting of the Kentucky Section of the
Mathematical Association of America.

The letters of nomination for the
award emphasized his innovative
approach to teaching.

He was noted for his “Truth Gems,”
learning lessons he includes in each
course. An example of a “Truth Gem™:
“Magnify the solution and not the
problem”--that is, focus on writing down
the solution, bit by bit, rather than being
overwhelmed by the magnitude of the
problem (a suggestion that has a applica-
tion well beyond mathematics).

A colleague from Western Kentucky

University described the way Dr. French’s presentation at the
Kentucky Academy of Science changed his approach to teaching
by explaining how providing lecture notes ahead of class time

allowed students to focus on digesting
the meaning of the lectures. Several stu
dents, past and current, also commentec
on how French’s classes provide such
comprehensive support for learning.

A current student added, “I have
never seen anyone as energized and
excited as he is about teaching math.”
She went on to say, “He emphasizes tha
each problem can be solved; we just
need to ‘begin!” and then ‘press on!” by
using our ‘weapons of math destruction
suited to the problem.”

A former student went further,
saying that “Austin French encompasse
all that is a ‘“Teacher of the Year.” His
extraordinarily successful, unique teach
ing methods are rivaled only by his

upright character, compassion, and morality. He has gained the
respect of the entire Georgetown community.”
He is a Cawthorne Fellow and faculty chair for 2006-07.




